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Times-Beacon photos by Peter Ackerman and Robert Ward
Following a long Sunday evening of competition, the Surf City Beach Patrol got to celebrate (above) its first victory in the Long Beach Island Beach Patrol Association
Lifeguard Tournament since 1980. After just three events were contested on the first night of competition, Ross Reynolds (left), below, edged Long Beach Township's
Travis Grant in the 4,500-foot Paddleboard race to kick off Surf City’s title run with seven first-place finishes during the last 13 events.




Surf City
snags furst
tourney title
stmce 1980

By DAVID P. BIGGY
Staff Writer

."BRANT BEACH — For the
past 17 years, the Barnegat
Light and Long Beach Town-
ship beach patrols have owned
the Long Beach Island Beach
Patrol Association Lifeguard
Tournament.

That trend finally has been
broken by Surf City.

“It's exciting,” said long-time
Surf City guard Rip Wagner,
after he and Collette Pretre
clinched the title for Surf City
by winning the Mixed Doubles
Row. “It's been a long time
coming for Swrf City. This is
my 27th year, and I think the
last time we won this tourna-
ment it might have been 28
years ago.”

Wagner indeed was correct

See TITLE, Page Al4
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in his recollection. Swf City
last won the island-wide lifegu-
ard tourney back in 1980, when
it successfully defended its only
other championship from the
year before.

“T've been here for 24 years,”
said Surf City captain Mark
Dileo. “We've been close to win-
ning this tournament on a cou-
ple of occasions, including last
year, but have never been able
to get by either Barnegat Light
or Township.”

Since 1980, the only other
beach patrol to win the big tour-
nament was Ship Bottom,
which captured the tourney
title a year later in 1981, won
two straight in 1983 and 1984,
and last won 18 years ago in
1989.

In every other year since
1980, the title has been won by
either Barnegat Light or Long
Beach Township, which has
won all of its 14 championships
since 1985.

Barnegat Light has won the
tourney crown 13 times during
the tournament’s 46-year his-
tory. Ship Bottom has 10 titles,
while Harvey Cedars and Barn-
egat Light State Park, which
won the first three tournament
titles from 1962 through 1964,
each have three. Harvey Cedars
won all three of its titles from
1972 through 1974.

Beach Haven has yet to win
the island tournament.

“We added a couple of good
competitors this year,” said
Dileo, whose squad won with 88
points, won seven events and
was even disqualified during
the Buoy Rescue. “Those com-
petitors have made a big differ-
ence for us, and we felt it was
our year.”

Following Surf City, Barnegat
Light, the defending champion
going into this year’s big event,
swiped second place with 82
points, while Long Beach Town-
ship took third with 74 points.
Ship Bottom was a close fourth
with 70 points, while Beach
Haven and Harvey Cedars fin-
ished fifth and sixth, respec-
tively, with 39 and 27 points.

Slow start to tourney

As a cold front moved
through the area last Friday,
the status of the tournament
was up in the air until shortly
before the 6 p.m. start time.

But with powerful waves
pounding the shoreline and dim
lighting out on the water, tour-
ney officials and team captains
agreed to start the tournament
on Saturday evening.

Still, things weren't much
better the next day, as a three-
foot cliff along much of the start
line between 67th and 68th
streets was the result of the
pounding from the day before.
In addition to the eroded beach,
the wind was tough and the
shorebreak even tougher.

As a result of those condi-
tions, tourney officials and
team captains decided not to
run any of the surfboat events
the first night, leaving just
three events — the Women’s
Paddle, normally the second
event, the Buoy Rescue, nor-
mally the third event, and the
Paddleboard Relay, which nor-
mally is the fourth event of the
first day.

But rather than run the
mﬁ in order from second

gh fourth, officials opted
to run them in reverse order,
starting the tournament with
the Paddle Relay.

Surf City got off to a great
start despite the heavy wave ac-
tion, as Matt Holloway and Ross
Reynolds busted through the
surf with relative ease and put
Surf City in front by a solid
margin heading into the third
leg.

But right after Reynolds
handed off the paddleboard to
teammate Kyle Gronostajski,
Long Beach Township’s Mike
Dancha took the board from
Travis Lepley and headed out
soon after. Dancha then caught
and passed Gronostajski during
the last 200 feet of the leg, as
Gronostajski had some diffi-
culty with the rough waves.

Dan Payne then took the
board from Dancha and ex-
tended Township’s lead, round-
ing the buoy marker first and
headed for the beach with a
comfortable lead. Payne then
caught a big wave that steered
him right onto the beach for an
easy run to the finish.

Ship Bottom and Surf City
ended up second and third, re-
spectively.

After taking fifth in the relay,
Barnegat Light pulled itself into
the leading mix of teams during
the next event, as Brad Reeser
and James Polito won the Buoy
Rescue in 857, followed by
Township's Gordon Peeler and
Chris Stutz in second and Beach
Haven’s Chris Esibill and Ana
Barry in third.

Surf City was disqualified
during the ‘évent, giving them
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no points and temporarily plac-
ing them last after just two
events.

But during the last event of
the evening, defending Wom-
en's Paddleboard champ Lind-
sey Gerkens was cruising along
toward the finish, but got
turned over during the last 150
feet, allowing Surf City’s Jenn
Welc to catch her by riding a
wave.

Gerkens recovered enough to
latch onto a wave during the
last 50 feet, but Welc was right
beside her as they neared the
beach. Gerkens was a step
ahead of Welc coming out of the
ocean and barely won a foot
race to the finish line.

Gerkens’ victory set up what
was to be a wild second evening
by temporarily pulling Ship
Bottom into second place over-
all behind Long Beach Town-
ship.

Heading into the second day,
Township sat in first with 18
points, while Ship Bottom had
17. Barnegat Light and Surf City
were third and fourth, respec-
tively, with 12 and 10 points.

Early start for Day 2

With conditions dramatically
better — although the wind and
current were still strong — the
second day of competition got
started early on Sunday, with
the Mile Row kicking off things
at 5:30 p.m.

While the rowing crews were
trudging through the long
course, the Men's 1,500-foot Pad-
dle got the scoring started, and
right from the start it appeared
«Surf City was indeed headed for

'/ a championship finish.

And it certainly was a wild
way to start what was to be a
wild evening of competition, as
Reynolds, Township's Travis
Grant and Ship Bottom's Jonny
Skolnick headed toward the
beach almost in a three-man
pack.

But with Reynolds slightly
ahead on the wave that rode
them in toward shore, he was
able to exit the ocean a step
ahead of Grant, then won the
foot race to the finish line, as
Skolnick followed soon after to
take third.

Reynolds’ victory set Surf
City in metion, putting it into
third place and within six
points of the lead as the rowers
rounded their marks and
headed for the beach.

Once the boats neared the
beach, it was Ship Bottom's
Brian Bigos and Brennan
Coughlin who won fairly easily
with a time of 12:05, followed by
Township’s Josh Bligh and Josh
Wall in second and The Light's
Brady Stauffer and Nate Cas-
tiello in third.

After Jenn Welc and Alyssa
DeAngelis recovered enough
after getting turned by a wave
to win the Women'’s Row in 2:32,
just ahead of Township’s Shan-
non Dries and Brittany Royer,
things started to separate as
Township, Ship Bottom and
Suxf City were locked in a tight
battle for first with Barnegat
Light surging forward.

Things got even tighter fol-
lowing the Surfboat Rescue,
when the Surf City duo of Jeff
Hahn and Dileo won the event
in 4:50, just ahead of Ship Bot-
tom’s Denis Vetstein and Todd
Barbuto.

“I just wanted to swim my
butt off and be as close to the
lead as possible, to give Mark a
chance,” Hahn said. “Then it
was just a matter of doing what
Mark was telling me to do once
1 got into the boat.”

Vetstein and Barbuto took a
wave toward the beach just
ahead of Hahn and Dileo, but as
the Ship Bottom crew's boat
turned a bit, Vetstein made the
decision to jump from the boat
and swim 25 feet to the beach.

But Dileo and Hahn opted to
row a few more strokes while
catching a wave to the beach,
giving Hahn an easier chance to
jump from the boat and run to
the finish. Hahn jumped as Vet-
stein struggled out of the water
and finished a few strides
ahead.

“Mark tells me what to do
and just listen to him,” Hahn
said. “He tells me how to row,
tells me when to jump, and all
that. Listening to him paid off.”

The victory sent Surf City
into a first-place tie with Ship
Bottom and Long Beach Town-
ship, which finished last in the
Surfboat Rescue, while Barne-
gat Light sat just 11 points be-
hind and nine events to go.

Ship Bottom then took its
first lead of the towrnament
when Bill Webster won the
Ironman for a second time in
three years. In 2005, Webster
won while competing for Beach
Haven.

“] just made a change this
year,” Webster said after win-
ning the Ironman in 11:44.
“Making that change has helped
make a big difference in my
training.” i

The new training regiment
showed, as Webster made win-
ning the event look easy. He fin-
ished nearly a minute ahead of
defending champ Nate Humber-
ston of Barnegat Light.

“It definitely wasn't easy,”
Webster said. “When I was on
my way out for the paddle, I
saw a lot of them still swim-
ming. So I knew where every-
body else was and that my lead
was comfortable. But I still
wasn't going to slow down.
There were some great athletes
in this event.”

Webster caught a wave dur-
ing the paddleboard leg that
rode him right onto the beach
and stretched his lead by a long
way. By the time Webster got
into the boat for what some
have considered his best skill,
he clearly was in position to
win with ease.

After cruising through the
rowing portion, Webster casu-
ally dove from the boat, swam
about 10 yards, then emerged
from the water and jogged to
the finish with a finger in the
air signaling him as the Iron-
man champ for this year.

Humberston finished second,
while Surf City's Darren Podo-
lak took third.

in 2:26, ahead of Beach Haven's
Ted Johnsopn and Mike Coler,
Alan Bakes gave Surf City the
lead by winning the 1,000-foot
Open Swim in 4:22 ahead of
Barnegat Light's James Love-
less.

From there, Surf City and
Barnegat Light plowed ahead in
a battle for the title, and were
separated by just two points
after Surf City’s Ashley Morris
edged The Light's Meaghan
Brown in the 1,000foot Wom-
en’s Swim but Swf City fin-
ished last on the Paddleboard
Rescue while The Light's Scott
Livsey and Mike Pantzer took
first and Township’s Pat Doyle
and Brian Ring grabbed second.

The Light then took the lead
when Doug Adams and Cas-
tiello pulled Reeser through the
Atlantic during the Line Pull,
easily winning the event in 3:52.

“We were trying to make a
comeback here, so we needed to
come through,” said Reeser,
who reached the marker and
was pulled halfway to the beach
before the Long Beach Town-
ship and Surf City swimmers
touched the marker buoy.
“When I was coming in, I was
able to look to my right, and I
saw a lot of people still swim-
ming, so I knew we were good.”
Adams and Castiello have
pulled a swimmer to victory
each of the last four years.
“Nate and Doug are the best
pullers on the island, and I'm
really thankful for them. I'm
about 205 pounds, and it's tough
to pull a guy at my weight. It re-
ally shows the character of
those guys who pulled me in.”
The Line Pull victory sent
The Light into first with 68
points, just ahead of Surf City,
which took third in the Line
Pull, with 66, and eight points
ahead of Township, which
placed second in the Line Pull.
But a two-point lead wasn't a
safe one, and while The Light's
Don Adams took third in the
Singles Row, and Bob and Kry-
sten Selfridge finished fifth in
the Mixed Doubles Row, Surf
City received two big efforts
from Steve Welc, Wagner and
Pretre, as Surf City regained
the lead, this time for good.
Welc was the beneficiary of a
big wave that carried his boat
to shore, right alongside the
boat of Long Beach Township’s
Tom Duralek. But while Dura-
1lek’s boat was turned sideways
just a bit, that gave Welc the
little advantage he needed as
his boat cruised the extra 30 feet
to the beach, where he jumped
out and streaked to the finish
line a few strides ahead of Dura-

ek.

Welc’s victory in 2:19 sent
Surf City back into a two-point
lead with two events left, before
Wagner and Pretre clinched the
title with their first-place finish.

Wagner and Pretre got off to a
great start, despite taking on a
stiff southerly wind at the south
end of the course. After twrning
the buoy marker first, Wagner
and Pretre used a short-stroke
method to cruise through the
choppy ocean.

“With the ocean conditions ag
they were, it was best to go with
shorter strokes,” Wagner said.
“You usually use longer strokes
in flat conditions. The wind
wasn’t too bad. It wasnt as
tough as it was the past two
nights.”

With the Ship Bottom duo of
Webster and Gerkens, as well as
Township’s Ann Hodulik and
Jared Angelozzi, coming up be-
hind them quickly, Wagner and
Pretre rowed into shore just as
Webster and Gerkens caught a
wave that nearly pushed them
ahead.

Wagner then leaped from the
boat and ran his way to the fin-
ish line ahead of Webster.

“I wasn't too graceful getting
out the boat,” said Wagner, who
hit the sand and fell to one knee
before righting himself. “It was
a rough way to end the race, but
it's always nice to repeat.”

The trio of Hahn, Paul Dun-
gee and Podolak finished off the
team championship by placing
second in the Surf Dash Relay
behind the Barnegat Light crew
of Polito, Loveless and Stauffer,
who won the final event in 7:31.

~“T knew it was going to be
toeth and nail,” Dileo said.
“Barnegat Light is always near
the top, and you can never
count Township out of any-
thing. And Ship Bottom always
brings a tough team. But we
won seven events tonight and
received a total team effort from
everyone. We're always strong
the second night, and once we
started having fun that’s when
we started winning.”

Dileo said his team has been
a consistent bunch all summer.

“Once we won the Ortley

" Beach tournament, which is one

Wild finish

While Ship Bottom took the
lead following Webster's win,
the lead didn't last too long, as
Surf City regained the top spot
two events later and Barnegat
Light surged into second before
the last five events arrived.

After The Light’s Matt
Opremcak and Ben Snieckus
won the 1,000-foot Doubles Row

of the premier tournaments
around this area, we knew we
were doing well. We were one
or two swimmers away from
winning this tournament in pre-
vious years, and this year we
got some big efforts from the
swimmers we added to our pa-
trol.

“We have had a lot of fun this
summer.” N



